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and sacrifice. They are lodged in a miniature house to the
east of the palace. The little house is enclosed by a fence
with two openings, one of them to the west for the entrance of
worshippers and one to the east for the entry of the sacrificial
animals. The regalia consist of the teeth of crocodiles. At
his accession every king gets a new set of these teeth from a
living crocodile, the largest teeth being chosen for the pur-
pose. The crocodiles are supposed to devour only wicked
persons, and to spare the lives of the good and innocent. In
one case, at least, the crocodiles from which the teeth are taken
live in a sacred lake.1
In the House of Commons under Elizabeth it was openly
asserted " that absolute princes, such as the sovereigns of
England, were a species of divinity." 2   A relic of this belief
in the divinity of English kings and queens was the notion
that they could heal scrofula by their touch.    Hence the
disease was known as " The King's Evil."    On this subject
the  historian  Hume,  writing  in  the eighteenth   century,
observes : " Edward the Confessor was the first that touched
for the king's evil:   The opinion of his sanctity procured
belief to this cure among the people : His successors regarded
it as a part of their state and grandeur to uphold the same
opinion.    It has been continued down to our time ;  and the
practice has been first dropped by the present royal family,
who observed that it could no longer give amusement even to
the populace and was attended with ridicule in the eyes of all
men of understanding.'18    But though the belief in power by
kings to heal scrofula by their touch has long ceased to be
held by our sovereigns themselves and by educated people in
general, it seems to linger among the ignorant and super-
stitious, even in the twentieth century.    On this subject Miss
Sheila Macdonald, dealing with the folklore of Ross-shire,
writes as follows:   "An old shepherd of ours who suffered
from scrofula or king's evil, often bewailed his inability to get
within touching distance of Her late Gracious Majesty.    He
was convinced that by so doing his infirmity would at once be
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